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Superintendent Postpones Start of Para2Teacher Program to Seek
New University Partner

PITTSBURGH October 15, 2019 — Today, Superintendent Anthony Hamlet, Ed.D.,
announced Pittsburgh Public Schools will postpone the start of its Para2Teacher Program
as it seeks a new university partner in lieu of Grand Canyon University.

“We are committed to moving our Para2Teacher program forward. We remain steadfast
in our efforts to increase the diversity of our teacher workforce and provide opportunities
for our paraprofessionals to grow in their practice. However, concerns raised by District
Solicitor Ira Weiss and information received after the October 15 presentation to the Board
have convinced me that postponing the start of our program is the most prudent decision
at this time,” said Superintendent Hamlet.

Most notably, the Solicitor cites Grand Canyon University’s lack of disclosure of existing
litigation and the University’s relationships with for-profit affiliates.

Looking ahead, the Superintendent noted, “We will continue to pursue our program and
will work non-stop this school year to develop an agreement with a regional partner that
allows us to begin our first cohort next Fall. We welcome the continued support of the
Pittsburgh Federation of Teachers and the Heinz Endowments in these efforts.”

Paraprofessionals, who applied for the first cohort of the program have been notified of
the Superintendent’s decision.
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The Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities, including vocational programs, and
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups as required by Title Il of ADA, Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504. It is the policy of the Pittsburgh School District to make all
programs, services, activities and facilities available and to provide reasonable accommodations to persons with disabilities. For information regarding accommodations, civil rights or grievances,
please contact the Title IX and 504 Compliance Officer, Assistant Superintendent, Student Support Services at 341 S. Bellefield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 or 412.529.HELP (4357).



